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A Preliminary Evaluation of
Al-Rada‘t’s Urguzat al-Hagg as a Primary
Geographical Source for Surveying the
Yemeni Highland Pilgrim Route'

Mohammed A.R. Al-Thenayian

Complementing the network of maritime routes linking the Yemeni harbours
with Mecca via al-Sirrayn, al-Lit, or Jeddah are twelve inland pilgrim routes
leading from South Arabia to Mecca (see map 1). The most significant of
these is the Yemeni Highland Pilgrim Route and this has been the subject of
research recently completed by the present writer and in which it was his aim
to survey the route from an archaeological point of view.?

Before considering the documentary literature consulted relating to this
principal Yemeni route, it will be helpful to identify the duration and nature
of its popularity.

The Yemeni Highland Pilgrim Route is identified variously in the available
sources by the following names:® the Nagd Road, the $an‘a’ Road, the
Mountain Road and the Upper Road. Nowadays the route is known locally
as the Road of As‘ad al-Kamil,* the Road of the Elephant,’ and the Army
Route.®

An examination of the engineering methods employed in the construction
of this route allows that the date of its erection was approximately 400 BC.”
Its foundation should be linked directly with the pre-Islamic commercial
activities of the ancient kingdoms of Southern Arabia. Notwithstanding the
fact that scientific evidence so far is sparse, it is nonetheless conceivable from
such evidence that certain of the commercial settlements along the route in
due course acted as pilgrim stations.® It is documented that, with the advent
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