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SumMmAaRY

A first season of archaeological work of the joint Saudi- Arabjan-German expedition was conducied
in Tayma in spring 2004, Activities concentrated on the central area of the site where the mound of
(raya (also known as Qasral-*Ablag) is located. Objectives of the season were topographical mapping,
geophysical prospecting, archacological survey and excavation. One trench on the western outer wall
revealed a late 2 - early 1* millennium BC occupation (Ares A) whereas cleaning operations in
formerly looted areas on Qraya (now designated Area E) dealt with remains of a large public building,
Its Taymanritic inscription and a re-used fragment of & statue similar o other known specimens from
the site itself and elsewhere indicate a date from the 2™ half of the 1 millennium onwards, In the
Tayma museurn, the systemmatic recording of abjects from the store-room was started,

I. InTRODUCTION

From Apeal 11 o May 5. 2004 & fest season of the joint Saudi-Arabian-German archaeolopical
priviect took place in Tayma.™ located in the Tabuk province in the Nerth-Western pant of Saudi-
Arabla | Latitude 27 37 N. longitude 38 28 Eb (plate : 0.1 a). Based on the sgreement between the
Deputy Ministry of Antiguities and Museums and the Deutsehes Archiiologisches Institut (German
Archaeological Institute) of asumn 2003, and with permission and sopport of the Dircciorale of
Antiguities amd the Supreme Commission tor Tourism, archacological rescarch is carmied out joimtly
by the Dircctorte of Antiquitics s represented by the Museum of Archacology and Ethnography
in Ty andd the Orient Department of the German Archaealogical Institute in Berlin, The Tayma
Museum lor Archacoloey amd Ethnography hosted the archacological joime-expodition wnd provided
additionsl equipment and support. The Gernman component was sponsored by the DECG (= German
Research Foundation, Bonng and the German Archacological Testitute, Tooall individuats and
insritutions who supported the work the authors express their warmest thanks.
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It is true that, seen from the common Near Eastern archaeological and historical perspective,
Taymit is mainly known for the presence of the Babylonian king Nabonidus (MNabd-na’idp who stayed
for approximately ten years in the city at around the mid 6" century BC."' However, a concentration
om the Babylonian history of Tavma alone limits the archaeological potential of a site whose history
started long before the mid-first millennium B.C. and remained impertant until the dawn of Islam.™
Consequently, the fact that Tayma was (i) o large oasis, (i) o trading-post on one of the main caravan-
routes of the Arabian Peninsula™ and (i), at the same time, bears a large amount of written evidence
i Aramaic, early North-Arabic |Thamudic and Taymanitic]' " and Nabaracan), guided recent research
as wellasthe interest in all periods of Tayma's cultural borizons' ' Recently, the discovery of 6" century
B.C. Taymanitic inscriptions near the sctual archaeological site bearing the name of Nabonidus have

attracted considerable attention.'"™

In spite of the newly added written evidence, detailed information
about the history of the sentlement is still rather scarce, and essential archacological knowledge still
has to be assessed, such as, e.g., the elaboration of a reliable, locally-based stratigraphic sequence.

In recent years archaeological research in Tayma focussed on the acquisitivn of data by means of
excavarions @t various places, partly due 1o the threat to archaeological remains by the expansion of modermn
Tavma. As the site 15 an estimated 500 ha size it is evident that these investizations have not cleared the
entire picture yet. This pertains egually to the understanding of the environmental siwation of the site and
its immediate region. such as the sebkha and the surrounding elevated areas (plate @ 9.1 b

This in mind, the Saudi-Arghian-German joint project is aimed at a systematic and integrated
archagological and historical analvsis of the available sources, concentrating on the site and its
immediate surroundings.

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS

Scholarly interest in the site of Tayma started more than a hundred years apgo. during the 19"
century A.D). when several European travellers visited the Arabian peninsula!''" The publication of
Ch. Doughty's site-description from 1877 (including & provisional map) defivers the first detailed
account of Tavma and its ancient remains ‘" Ch. Huber and 1. Eiting discovered, among other,
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the Tayma-stele in 1883, nowadays exposed in the Louvre Museum.'™ Later on. A Juussen and R.
Savignac also visited Tayma''™ In 1951, H.5t J. Philby collected for the first time pottery from the
surface. He also mentions the present name of the central parts of ancient Tayma, Qraya.!'™ All these
reports contain many details which offer important information for the reconstruction of both the
ancient and the more recent history of the site and its surroundings,

About 20 yeurs after Philby s stay at Tayma, some significant potsherds feom the site were published
by FV. Winnett and W.L. Beed. who had carried out a survey in 1962 With this publication, &
second period of investigations at Tayma started. Slightly later P Pare, G. Lankester Harding and LE.
Dayton studied a watch-tower outside Taymia and published its inscriptions.”™ During the 705 the
entire country saw the svstematic recording of archaeological remains. Results of these investigations
have been published in the newly founded journal ATLAL between 1977 and 1952, In the aftermath,
several affiliated archacological projects developed in the kingdom, such as the rock art and epigraphic
survey, and some of them continue unti] present. Furthermore, several archaeological and ethmographic
muscums were founded m Sandi-Arabia, such as the Tayma Mueseom of archaeology and ethnography
which is now the starting point of any archaeological investigation at the site.

A third phase of intensive research commenced in 1979, when G, Bawden, C. Edens and R.
Miller worked in Tayma on behalf of the Department of Antiquities. Apart from excavations at Qasr
al-Hamra, Casr al-Radum and Qasr al-Ablag and the discovery of the al-Hamrma cube and the 1979-
stelg'2"
distribution, at variows parts of the site were published in a preliminary report, ™ A vear later radio-
carbion dates for Qasr al-Hamra were published, dating to the mid-6" and the end of the 2" century
B.CHY The schematic site map seems to go back to the aerial photograph from 1967 which has been

many detailed observations. such as on the silex-industries and ceramic chronology and

composed from several parts.'™ During the 80s, on-site investigations were of limited extent and

duration and focused on the epigraphic record”™ whereas a comroversial discussion about dating of
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pottery styles and subsistence systems developed in contributions to journals and publications, mamly
based on the results published in 1980.7" Unanimously accepted are the so-called “Qurayyah pottery
stvle” (dated 1o the tate 2% millenmiom B.CY and the “al-"Ula pottery style™. Althowgh the dating of
the latter is object of debate. it certainly belongs (o the Tron Age period (from mid 1* millennium
B.C. jor carlier] omwards). The existence of an early Iron Age Taymanite painted pottery has been
proposed by Bawden and Edens 1988 (cf, Bawden £992) but was rejected by Parr (1989), The fact
that “the original stylistic parameters of both, Clurayyah and al-"Ula wares were elucidated (rom
sirface collections™ (Bawden 1992: 9} and that the pottery From excavations at Tayma is not linked to
a sufficient strutigraphic sequence clearly underline the need of a well-stratified pottery corpus from
the site as it has been stared before. Ar the present stage, it seems appropriate 10 maintan the generl
division between late 27 millennium B.C. pottery and [ron Age painted pottery groups.

After the 1979 expedition, it were Saudi-Arabiun archaeologists who have been conducting further
archaeological excavations @1 several parts of the site: Qasr al-Hamra, Industrial Site, al-Bujidi, the
irrigation systems in and around Tavime and the tumuli southwest of the ancient site, such as at Rujum Sasa.
The 1981-Ph.D -dissertution of H. Abu Duruk (published in 1986) added further details w the previcusly
achieved results, especially on construction detsils of the wall-system. Objects from all these excavations
remained mainly in the Tayma Museum logether with those items which come from other locations, Fig. 1

gives a summary on the recent archasological activities at Tiyma discessed above.
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L1, Resvnrs oF THE 2004 SPRING SEASDN

1. Topography

Tosbay, Crraya, i.e. the central part of Tayma, is surrounded by a metal fence, an aren which
corresponds to the compounds A-Eas designated by Bawden, Edens and Miller. A 1.2, 500wpographical
map which was produced in Saudi-Arabia in the fate 705 extends over the central pans of the ancient
mound and partly covers modern Tayma as well {plate : 9.2). It is this map which presently serves
as reference point for the project. Most clearly appear the impressive man-made constroctions and
deposits of Tayma: Fivst of all there is the elaborsted system of walls, this is the western outer wall
and its inner counterpart surrounding the centre of Qraya. Both are protected by massive wind-
blown sand-deposits (or sand-dunesy ™ offering stability to the ancient structures. Remains of inner
enclosure walls are still standing in the central area. The tower Bur] Badr ibn Jawhar at the central
conjunction of the different walls marks the highest point of the site. Secondly, there is the centre of
compound E with its oval shaped mound (e 300 5 100 m) with three subsequent peaks from south-
wiesl W north-east and an extended platform at its south-western part,

Where as the southern and eastern parts of the inner wall are well-preserved, the western oufer
wall and the inner wall are fairly eroded at their northern ends, From here the north-western hranch
of the wall starts and runs wewards Oasr al-Hamra (like its norh-eastern counterpart, it has been
interrupted by the modern road conneeting Tabuk and Medina). probably following an ancient route).
This and the presence of a wadi running through the walled area at the NW end of Qraya render this
specific zone interesting for hydrological studies,

The area around the tower is also characterised by deposits of sand but does not seem to be
heavily disturbed.

Ravines of erosion can be identified at several spots at the northemn and north-western slope of
the central mound of Qrava, whereas the steep northern slope seems to be eroded regularly. The lower
areas within the inner wall present themselves as rather flat.

Matural bedrock of sand-stone was visible outside the imner wall, in the northemn part of compound C,
i an area south-west of the palm-garden, in compound A and in a modern foundation trench elose 1o the
western outer wall. The depression south-cast of the central mound presently hosts an artificially imigated
palm-garden which is excluded from the archaeological site by the above-mentioned fence and. thus, has
a separate access. As to the general orientation within the site, the air-photograph from 1967 offers ample
evidence of wpographic details and archaeological structures, especially enclosure walls in the area of
compound B and a series of building structures in the western purt of the site (plate : 9.3 a).

M) Cf. Bawden, Edens and Miller [940: 73-74






