Two Rock-Inscriptions Relating to the Yu‘firid Dynasty
of the Yemen

Muhammed A.R. al-Thenayian

Two undated Arabic rock-inscriptions were discovered by the present writer on the
Saudi section of the Yemeni highland pilgrim route connecting San‘g” with Mecca.’
Histarically, these two inscriptions are significant, since they both bear the
names of two rulers of the Yu'firid dynasty of the Yemen. They were discovered at
the pass of al-Mandaj {now called al-Maslilah),” by the wayside of the Saudi section

of the route (sec pl. 4).

1. The first inseription

This inseription has no date, diacritical points or ornamentation. It consists of seven
lines incised in simple Kufic seript on the same granite rock-face which
accommodates the second inscription. This rock is located on the northern side of the
main path of the pilgrim road which goes via the great pass of al-Mandaj (al-
Maglalah). The whole text of the inscription is complete, legible and relatively well

preserved; and it has been executed in an area measuring ca. 30 x 25 em. (see pl. 1).

Text:
el 1
sl 2
danal 3
Ay 4
1§ LegiiS 5

1 For full information concerning this inland route, see al-Thenayian 2000.

2 This pass is an area through which the Yemeni highland pilgrim route cuts. It was the battlefield of
the confrontation between the Abbasid governor Ma‘n b. Z&’idah al-Shaybant, appointed by the
Caliph Abil Ja*far al-Mansir (136-58/753-75), and ‘Umar b. Zayd al-Ghalibl. See al-Hamdani
1986: 140, n. 515; al-Mad‘aj 1988: 181, 184, 199, n. 40. For detailed accounts about the location of
this defile, see al-Thenayian 2000: 54, 88-9, 143, 146, 194, 196, 201, 205.
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Translation:

1. O God

2. grant forgiveness
3. to Muhammad
4. bin Yu‘fir.

5. Ile wrote them both 6.Qa
7F.sim

1.1. Commentary

The inscription begins with a standard prayer for forgiveness (11.1-2); it ends with the
name of the seribe Qasim (11.6-7). Line five contains a dual form: “They both (i.c. this
inscription and the second one) have been written by’. It seems unquestionable that
the engraver, whose name is Q&sim, executed both these inscriptions. It can be
deduced that the scribe, in using the dual suffix (katabahuma), was referring to this
inscription and the second one. It seems likely that Qasim, the engraver, started to
insctibe the text of this inscription as soon as he had finished engraving inscription
no. 1.

The name Qasim, is not accompartied by further forenames or a nishah, thus
rendering any attempt at biographical or genealogical analysis futile. This name was
very commeon in carly times® and is stili in use today.

It should be noted that, in lines six and seven there is a natural horizontal crack
bordering the last line of the text. It is perhaps for this reason that the engraver did not
find enoungh space to add his other name(s) at the end of the text. As it is, Qasim is
broken over two lines written on the left-hand side of the last line 5.

This inscription bears the name of the second ruler of the Yufirid dynasty,
Muhammad b. Yu‘fir {11.3-4) whose father was the founder of this dynasty. Judging
by the context of the text (1.1-2}, it seems that this inscription was executed after

Muhammad’s death in 269/882-3.

3 al-Janadi 1983-%: 11, 04, 213, 321.
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1.2 The foundation of the Yu'firid Dynasty

Yu‘fir was a prominent tribal chief in the central area of the Yemen. His full name is
Yufir b, “Abd al-Rahméan al-Hiwall.* The Banl Yu‘fir were descended from the
Tubba® Himyarite kings in the pre-Islamic era.® Yu‘fir is regarded as the founder of
the Yu‘firids (232-387/847-997) the first independent local dynasty in the Yemen.®
He was well known, especially arhong his own people, for his generosity, justice,
tolerance and bravery in warfare,’

The city of Shibam (with the name of Kawkaban or Aqyan frgquently added),
and its surrounding areas, was the headquarters of the Yu'firid house.® From this city,
ca. 40 km. north-west of San*a’, Yu‘fir b. *Abd al-Rahman launched his political and
military campaign against the Abbasid generals and governors. According to al-
Hamdani,? the year 214/829-30 marks the foundation of the state of the Yu‘firids.

In 227/841-2, Yu'fir b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hiwall ordered his army, headed by
Tartf b. Thabit, to attack San‘a’. In due course the Abbasid governor of San'a’,
Mansiir b. “Abd al-Rahmdn al-Tanfkhi, succeeded in defeating Yu‘fir's army before it
was able to reach the city of San‘a’. The Yufirid army was then compelled to retreat
1o its base in Shibam. Following the arrival of reinforcements from Irag, al-Tantkhi,
attempted to launch a fresh attack on the Yu‘firid capital, Shibam, but he failed owing
10 the unbreachable fortifications of the town.

In 229/843—4, the Abbasid caliph, al-Wathiq (227-232/841-7), sent a Persian
general, Harthamah Shéar Bamiyan, known as al-Bashir, with a military contingent to
the Yemen. On arriving in San‘d’, al-Bashir continued towards the Yu‘firid capital,
Shibam, with the intention of conquering it and thereby bringing the Yu'*firid dynasty
to an end. Once again, however, the fortifications of Shibam proved too much for the
Abbasid army. Consequently, Shar Bamiyan decided to return to San‘d’ and from

there to Irag."

For a fusll gencaicgy, including his offspring, see pl. 3.

al-Hakamt 1985 4.

Smith 1983: 55; Smith 1987: 130.

al-Hamdani 1986: 83, 1801

For detailed information regarding this oily and its vicinity, see al-Hamdant 1974: 86, 23 1f.; Wilson
1989: 198; Smith 1982: 351

9 al-Hamdan1 1986: 11, 90,

10 Ibn al-Dayba® 1971-7: 153£; Smith 1983 55.

11 al-Hamdan7 1586: 1, 240f; Ibn al-Dayba‘ 1971-7: 155; Smith. 1983: 55.
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