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Introduction

In 1989, during my comprehensive archaeological
survey along the coastal (Tihdmah) pilgrim routes
connecting Yemen with Mecca, [ discovered a dated
inscribed restoration stone located in the upper part
of the wel! at al-Sa‘diyyah. There are twe inscribed
foundation stones of dug wells known, which were
either reported or found recently at stations on the
Saudi section of the Epyptian and Syrian pilgrim
routes. An example is the inscribed foundation stone
of the well of al-Warradah at the pilgrim station of
al-Miiaylih on the Egyptian coastal pilgrim route,
The text of this dated foundation stone, which s
executed in the fufut script style, indicates that this
well was excavated in 967/1560 in accordance with
the instructions of the leader of the Egyptian pilgrim
caravan, ‘Uttmian b, Azdmir Baga. Further, we have
an unpublished pre-Islamic foundation stone of a
dug well discovered in the residential arca of al-Faw
site.! Excluding the inscription at al-Sa‘diyyah, the
two inscriptions mentioned above are the only
examples of well foundation stones that have so far
been discovered in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Before the advent of Islam, the southern sector of
the Arabian Peninsula was connected with the
northern frentiers of Arabia by ancient overland
trade routes. With some slight diversions, identical
tracks of these ancient routes were followed, during
the early Islamic period, by the pilgrimage caravans
heading north-north-west towards the two holy cities
of Mecca and Medina. Besides these overland
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routes, there was a network of maritime routes
linking the Yemeni harbours, such as Aden, Hardah,
and al-Ahwab, with the holy cities of Mecca and
Medina via Cazan, Attar, al-Sirrayn, al-Lit, or
Jeddah (Fig. ). These overland and maritime
routes were heavily utilized by the people of
South Arabia and those pilgrims who would have
approached the Hifaz region by way of either the
Yenieni or Omani ports.

According to the available data provided by most
of the early Arab geographers, historians, and
travellers, scuthern Arabia was served by the
following main and secondary overland routes.”

A. The Omani Pilgrim Routes

1. The coastal route between Oman and Mecca via
Aden.

2. The coastal route between Oman and Mecca via
al-Bahrayn.

3. The overland route between Oman and Mecca via
the Yabrin oasis.

4. The overland route between Oman and Mecca vig
San@,

B. The Yemeni Pilgrim Routes

1. The coastal route between Aden and Mecca via
Jeddah.

2. The roval/Tihamah route between Ta‘izz and
Mecca vig al-Sirrayn.

3. The highland route between San‘@® and Mecca via
al-Ta’if.
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FIGURE 1. The major southern pilgrim routes of
Arabia.

4. The route between Sa‘dah and Mecca vig the
mountain range of al-Sarawit.

5. The old pilgrim route, between San‘®® and Mecca
via upper Haly.

6. The route between San‘@® and Mecca via the port
of al-Hudaydah.

7. The routes between Hadramawt and Mecca:

7a. The first route, between Hadramawt and Mecca
via Najrin.

7b. The second route, between Hagdramawt and
Mecca via Sa‘dah.

7c. Thethird route, between Hadramawt and Mecca
vig Aden.

8. Three routes between Aden and Mecca via
San‘a’.

I believe that the inscription of the well of al-
Sa‘diyyah is important for historical, archaeological,
and epigraphical reasons. It is the only example of
its type, as far as I am aware, that has ever been
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discovered in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
text of this inscription bears the name of one of the
Muslim rulers of the Deccan in south India,
Muhammad ‘All Han (4. 1210/1795), who may have
ordered the restoration of the well of al-Sa‘diyyah
pilgrim station before his death, since the station
was {and still is) regarded as an official meeting-
point (migat) for the Yemeni pilgnms.

1. The Pilgrim Station of al-Sa‘diyyah
(Yalamlam)

The pilgrim station of al-Sa‘diyyah, which is
situated approximately 100 km. to the south of
Mecca, is Jocated on a certain stretch of the Tihdmah
pilgrim route connecting al-Lit (or al-Sirrayn} with
Mecca via the station of Matkan (Fig. 2). its location
forms the lower end of Wadi Yalamiam,' which is
recorded extensively as a meeting-point (migat) and
main pilgrim station with wells and water-springs on
the Tihdmah route by most of the early Arab and
Muslim geographers (Fig. 3), including al-Harbi* (d.
285/ 898), Ibn Khurradadbah® (d. after 272/885),
and al-Hamdani® (d. ca. 334/945). It seems that the
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However, there is no firm evidence to

substantiate the arguments of a modern
\ geographer, <Atiq b. Ghayt al-Baladi,” who
states more than once that al-Sa‘diyyah
inherited its name after a certain govemnor
(¥arif) of Mecca whose name was Sa‘d.
According to the sources at our disposal,
the earliest mention of the name al-
Sa‘diyyah occurs in an unedited Turkish
manuscript dated 971 [1563].% In the same
period, it appears that al-Sa“diyyah became
a main resting-place for the Oftoman-
Turkish armies and govermors of the
Yemen, who used to follow the coastal
(Tihamah) route on their way to Egypt’
We have also another unedited Yemeni
manuscript'® {(dated 1241 [1825]), in which
the name al-Sa‘diyyah is again recorded
(Fig. 4}.

It seems appropriate here to mention
that the Yemeni pilgrims have two
meeting-points (mawdgit, sing. migd!) at
which they must make a short halt in
order to prepare themselves before
proceeding to the holy city of Mecca. The
people of the Yemen make their journey
to Mecca by following either the middle
pilgrim rtoute {al-gaddah al-sultaniyyah)
or the coasta! pilgrim road (tarig al-hagg
al-sdhill); their rendezvous is Yalamlam
i (now called al-Sa‘diyyah). Those who
i travel to Mecca via the highland pilgrim
route (tarig al-hagg «f-Nagdi) have as
their meeting-point Qarn al-Manazil, or
al-Sayl al-Kabir, as it is known."

Our fieldwork reveals that the main
course of Wadl Yalamlam contains up to
four dug wells, serving in the long run as
watering-stations. Excluding the well of
al-Satdiyvah, two wells, namely Idam"
and al-Bayda®, are still known by their
ancient names. It is worth mentioning that

FIGURE 2, The Location of al-Sa‘divyah Pilgrim
Station.

present name of the station, al-Sa‘diyyah, is a recent
appellation (known since the 10th/16th century),
whereas its ancient name was evidently Yalamlam.

the well of Idam was initially dug by the
fourth Rightly Guided Caliph, Ali b. Abi Talib,
then, at a later stage, it was restored in the 4th/10th
century by the Yemeni prince and leader of the
dynasty of Bani Ziyad, al-Husayn b. Saldmah (4.
402/1011), who is credited with efforts towards
improving the water facilities along the Yemeni
pilgrim routes in peneral, and those amenities
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FIGURE 3. Tables showing the stages of the route between al-Sirrayn/al-Lit and Mecca according 1o the early

Arab geographers.
Al-Yacqubi/d.284dAH | al-Harbi/d. 2854H | [bn Khurradidbah/d.300AH | Qudimah/d.310-320AH | al-Hamdantd.ca.334AH
Makkah Makkah Makkah Makkah Makkah
Malkan Malkan Malkan Malkan Malkan
Yalamlam Yalamlam Yalamlam Yalamlam Yalatmlam
Markiib Manzil? al-Hyal —]
al-Maf]ar

al-Lit al-LiL al-Lit al-Lit al-Sirrayn
Al-Bakri/d.496AH al-Idrist/d.548AH ‘Umarzh/d.565AH Ibn al- Mujawir/d.601-690 AH al-Jaziri/d.ca.950AH
Makkah Makkah Maklkah II Makkah Makkah
Manzil? Malkan al-Qurayn al-Qurayn Bi'r ‘Al

al-Bay¢d® al-Bayga®

1dam Aydam Al-BI'r
Yalatrlam Yalamlam Yalumlam _ wual-Muhrim Yalamlam

al-Habt

Sabhat al-Ghurib |

Bi'r al-Riyadah ‘ Far
al-Sirrayn Manzil? al-Sirrayn | al-Sirrayn al-Hasabah

located in Wadi Yalamlam in particular. Besides the
restoration of the well of Idam, we leamn,
furthermore, that he ordered the digging of three
lined wells along the course of Wadi Yalamlam.
These wells are al-Riyidah,” Yalamlam, and al-
Bayda."

As we have indicated, all the locations of dug
wells are now well known, except the locality of the
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well of Yalamlam. We may suppose, tentatively,
that the present location of al-Sa‘diyyah is the same
ancient site of Yalamlam. At the present time, the
station of al-Sa‘diyyah itself consists of a2 modern
mosque and the well. The mosque is situated on the
north-western bank of the wadi. It has been
constructed on the same site as that of an older one,

A DN OO ot b e

wry

» 3

1/ ] AU




FIGURE 4. A table showing the stages of the route besween al-Sirrayn/al-Lit and Mecca according to unedited
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Arabic MSS.
al-Ldari/d 478AH 1 Ihn al-<Abbisid. 742AH | Tuarkish MS/971AH Jugmin/d.12624H
Makkah Makkah Makkah Makkuh
-
Manzil? Rirkat al-Méjid
ALBaydw al-Bayd®
l Biir “Alf [mdam
! -
Yalamlam l' Yalamlam al-Sa‘diyyah al-Sa‘diyyah
l al-Ma‘abah
|
l Zahawhrrah? al-Hagar/al-Hadam
J Hasb
al-Sirrayn ’ al-Lit al-Lit al-Lit

I1. al-Sacdiyyah well

Al-Sa‘diyyah is the name of the well and the
tributary wadi in which it is situated. This ravine is
part of the main wadi of Yalamlam. There is no
elaborate description of this well or Yalamlam well,
including its station, in the early available sources.
The only exception is a late brief and unedited
account recorded by the Yement theologian, Ismacil
b. Husayn Gugmin' (d. 1256/1844), who travelled
to Mecca vig al-Satdiyyah in 1241/31825 (i.c, thirty
years afier the installation of the inscribed
restoration stane of the well). He states that,

arriving at the well in order to obtain water
for themselves and for their livestock. The
level of the water has never changed,
although these people used, for bringing
water, up to thirty buckets. After we had
had our iwdm, we departed from al-
Sa‘diyyah heading towards al-Bayd®. On
the way, we came across a mosque with a
high ceiling and there is a well located next
to this mosque. Someone (of our party) toid
us that this is a mark (alamah) for
Yalamlam, but God knows '

.. on Saturday, we arrived at al-Sa‘diyyah
{..]. It bas a big well with sweet water.
This well has been built by one of the
sultans, but it was originally dug by the
Commander of the Believers [All b. Abj
Talib). There is a mountain {with a cave)
situated to the east of the well, 1t has been
used as a resting place [...}. There is also a
mesgile constructed on a hillock [...}. We
have witnessed the indigenous people

The well was dug into the solid ground of the main
course of al-Sa‘diyyah tributary wadi. Recently, its
parapet has been constructed of Iocal granite stones
and coated with cement. lts approximate height
above the ground is about 1.5 m. The shape of the
opening is circular, with an average measurement of
about 2 m. in diameter at the top, whilst the average
measurement of the verntical shaft of the well is
about 17 m. in depth. The shaft is entirely lined with
trimmed loca! masonry downwards to the bottom.
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