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Abstract

The Nabataean Domestic Architecture
(2" Century B.C-2"! Century A.D)
A dissertation Submitted to:
The Department of Archaeology and Mesuelogy
Fine Art Faculty at King Saud University

This study of domestic Nabataean architecture (free stand houses)

composed of introduction and three chapters.

The first chapter contains; historical account of their land and its
location, their origin, kings, civilization, and a brief study on their
architecture which consist of three categories:

1. Religious architecture: which composed of a few styles of
temples, built to suit their deities.

2. Funeral architecture: composed of two types: first one is the
sculpture tombs in the rock. Second one is the free stand
tombs, both types has a different styles.

3. Civil architecture: composed of two categories; civic buildings
and domestic buildings which will be the topic of this research.

The second chapter: deals with descriptive study, divided the

land of Nabataean into four areas, for the purposes of studying:

North Saudi Arabia Kingdom, South Jordan, South Palestine
(Negev), and South Syria — North Jordan (Houran).

The third chapter: deals with analyzing the data of the previous
chapter, including the analization of top plan site, decorative
elements and water systems. And the influences of fixed factors
like: environment influences (weather, wind, rain), topographic,
and variable factors influences like: political, security, economical
and religious, at the construction of the house.



The fourth chapter deals with comparative study with Nabataean
houses in the four areas and with the neighboring areas in the
near east and with Greek and Roman houses.

The research ended with result of the study.
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