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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the effect of mainstream
integration of hearing impaired school children in Riyadh region with
special emphasis on their self concept, academic achievement and school
social behavior in regular school setting. The study also aimed to arrive
at a proposal to plan for future mainstream integration of such students in
the Saudi Arabian School system.

The study tried to identify the problem by addressing the following two
specific questions:

1. First question was whether there are any differences between
hearing impaired Female students in the regular (integrated) and
special-educational (non-integrated) schools (sample type) with
respect to some personal variables, including cognitive and social.

This question raise the following sub-questions:

A. Is there an impact for each type of sample group [integrated VS
non-integrated & grade levels( 4™, 5" and 6™] and the
interaction between them with respect to self concept?

B. Is there any impact of each type of sample group (integrated,
non-integrated) and grade levels (4", 5™ and 6™ and the
interaction between them with respect to academic
achievements(Practical, Scientific and Cognitive subjects) and
total score?

C. Is there any impact of each sample group (integrated, non-
integrated) and grade levels (4™, 5", and 6™) and the interaction
between them on the basis of student’s social behavior with
other students in their classes and in the school in general?

2. Second, What are the requirements for the successful integration of
the hearing impaired students in Saudi Arabian School system?

To answer these questions, the researcher used the descriptive techniques
involving 98 hearing-impaired Female students in the higher levels of the
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elementary schools in Riyadh region.45 of these students were studying
in the regular schools (integrated) and the rest were enrolled in the
special-education schools (non-integrated). The researcher used self
concept measurement (Piers & Harris) and “measurement of social
behavior (developed by the Researcher) after confirming the validity and
reliability of these tools and school reports

Analysis of the data obtained using the above questions utilizing variance
and post hoc test indicate the following:

1. No significant statistical different was found between the
hearing-impaired students’ social behavior and self steam in the
integrated and non-integrated school system. This applies to the
student enrolled in grades 4™, 5™, 6. The interaction between
them was also found to have no significant statistical difference.

2. Significant positive effect of integration in hearing impaired
students was found with respect to their thinking process, physical
activity, happiness, and satisfaction. There was no statistical
difference with respect to grade level and the interaction between
the sample type and grade level.

3. There was no significant difference in the depression level of the
hearing- impaired students in integrated and non-integrated
environment. However, there were more cases of depression in
level 5 compare to those in level 4 and 6. In addition, there was no
effect in the interaction between sample type and grade levels.

4. Both sample type and grade levels have significant effect on the
academic achievements of the hearing-impaired studentsin
cognitive subjects(Social, Arabic and Religious ). Students in non-
integrated environment are found to perform better in this regard.
Moreover, there were some differences at grade levels. There was
no effect for the interaction between sample type and grade levels.

5. There was an effect for the sample type on the degree of
academic achievements related to scientific subjects(Science and
Mathematics), where non-integrated hearing-impaired students
performed better. This finding was independent of grade level and
interaction between the variables.
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6. There was no effect from the sample type and grade levels and
their interaction on the degree of academic achievements in the
practical subjects.

7. There was an effect for both sample type and grade level on the
total academic scores. Non-integrated environment was found to
have positive effect. In addition some differences were also found
at grade level. There was no effect of the interaction between
sample type and grade levels.

8. There was an effect for the difference in sample type on the
score related to school social behavior (student-student interaction,
student-teacher interaction and academic skills). The difference
were positive for non-integrated student. In addition, there was no
effect of the grade level, and interaction between the sample type
and grade level in the total scores.

9. There was no effect for sample type and grade levels and the
interaction between them on self control and keeping compliance
with the school rules and regulation.

Based on the above findings, the researcher devised a proposal for
integration of the hearing-impaired students into regular school system.
This proposal consist of many steps and requirements for the successful
integration. Those steps include: mainstream objectives, planning,
implementation, evaluation and development.

The researcher also include several recommendations and proposal for
further study.
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